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the poor lambs and ewes and superannuated wethers
of the social, religious, and political folds.

In his moral and intellectual growth and ex-
perience, Thoreau seems to have reacted strongly
from a marked tendency to invalidism in his own
body. He would be well in spirit at all hazards.
What was this neyer-ending search of his for the
wild but a search for health, for something tonic
and antiseptic in nature ? Health, health, give me
health, is his cry. He went forth into nature as
the boys go to the fields and woods in spring after
wintergreens, black birch, crinkle-root, and sweet-
flag; he had an unappeasable hunger for the pun-
gent, the aromatic, the bitter-sweet, for the very
rind and salt of the globe. He fairly gnaws the
ground and the trees in his walk, so craving is his
appetite for the wild. He went to Walden to study,
but it was as a deer goes to a deer-lick; the brine
he was after did abound there. Any trait of wild-
ness and freedom suddenly breaking out in any
of the domestic animals, as when your cow leaped
your fence like a deer and ate up your corn, or
your horse forgot that he was not a mustang on
the plains, and took the bit in his teeth, and left
your buggy and family behind high and dry, etc.,
was eagerly snapped up by him. Ah, you have not
tamed them, you have not broken them yet! He
makes a most charming entry in his journal about
a little boy he one day saw in the street, with a
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